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ACLU-PA 2021-2022 Legislative Scorecard PA Senate – Ranked

Senator PA Chamber Party Senate 
District

ACLU-PA Score
% out of 100

Saval, Nikil Senate D SD-1 91.5%

Cappelletti, Amanda Senate D SD-17 83.3%

Street, Sharif Senate D SD-3 81.1%

Hughes, Vincent Senate D SD-7 80.0%

Williams, Lindsey Senate D SD-38 74.5%

Muth, Katie Senate D SD-44 73.6%

Schwank, Judith Senate D SD-11 72.5%

Comitta, Carolyn Senate D SD-19 72.0%

Williams, Anthony Senate D SD-8 71.7%

Kearney, Timothy Senate D SD-26 70.2%

Collett, Maria Senate D SD-12 69.0%

Haywood, Arthur Senate D SD-4 68.5%

Costa, Jay Senate D SD-43 66.7%

Kane, John Senate D SD-9 66.0%

Tartaglione, Christine Senate D SD-2 65.1%

Fontana, Wayne Senate D SD-42 64.4%

Dillon, James Senate D SD-5 60.0%

Flynn, Marty Senate D SD-22 58.6%

Brewster, James Senate D SD-45 57.5%

Santarsiero, Steven Senate D SD-10 53.1%

Boscola, Lisa Senate D SD-18 44.4%

Gebhard, Christopher Senate R SD-48 36.4%

Tomlinson, Robert Senate R SD-6 36.2%

DiSanto, Giovanni Senate R SD-15 36.2%

Baker, Lisa Senate R SD-20 36.0%

Laughlin, Daniel Senate R SD-49 35.9%

Ward, Kim Senate R SD-39 35.6%

Mastriano, Douglas Senate R SD-33 35.4%

Yudichak, John Senate I SD-14 34.8%

Regan, Michael Senate R SD-31 34.7%

Aument, Ryan Senate R SD-36 34.7%

Pittman, Joseph Senate R SD-41 34.7%

Martin, Scott Senate R SD-13 34.0%

Hutchinson, Scott Senate R SD-21 34.0%

Dush, Cris Senate R SD-25 34.0%

Phillips-Hill, Kristin Senate R SD-28 34.0%

Bartolotta, Camera Senate R SD-46 34.0%

Vogel, Elder Senate R SD-47 34.0%

Browne, Patrick Senate R SD-16 33.3%

Yaw, Gene Senate R SD-23 33.3%

Gordner, John Senate R SD-27 33.3%

Langerholc, Wayne Senate R SD-35 33.3%

Scavello, Mario Senate R SD-40 33.3%

Brooks, Michele Senate R SD-50 32.6%

Stefano, Patrick Senate R SD-32 32.1%

Mensch, Bob Senate R SD-24 32.0%

Ward, Judith Senate R SD-30 32.0%

Robinson, Devlin Senate R SD-37 32.0%

Argall, David Senate R SD-29 31.0%

Corman, Jacob Senate R SD-34 30.2%
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1

Representative PA Chamber Party House 
District

ACLU-PA Score
% out of 100

Burgos, Danilo House D HD-197 98.3%
Fiedler, Elizabeth House D HD-184 98.3%
Innamorato, Sara House D HD-21 98.3%
Kinsey, Stephen House D HD-201 98.3%
Krajewski, Rick House D HD-188 98.3%
Abney, Aerion* (not in office for at 
least half the scored votes)

House D HD-19 97.0%

Covington, Martell* (not in office for 
at least half the scored votes)

House D HD-24 97.0%

Miller, Dan House D HD-42 96.5%
Kinkead, Emily House D HD-20 95.7%
Lee, Summer House D HD-34 95.5%
Benham, Jessica House D HD-36 95.0%
Rabb, Christopher House D HD-200 93.8%
Frankel, Dan House D HD-23 93.3%
Daley, Mary House D HD-148 93.2%
Sims, Brian House D HD-182 91.7%
Bullock, Donna House D HD-195 91.5%
Isaacson, Mary House D HD-175 91.5%
Cruz, Angel House D HD-180 89.8%
Otten, Danielle House D HD-155 89.8%
Parker, Darisha House D HD-198 89.8%
Dawkins, Jason House D HD-179 88.6%
Cephas, Morgan House D HD-192 88.3%
Kenyatta, Malcolm House D HD-181 88.2%
Harris, Jordan House D HD-186 88.1%
Vitali, Greg House D HD-166 88.1%
Hill-Evans, Carol House D HD-95 87.9%
Madden, Maureen House D HD-115 87.5%
Hohenstein, Joseph House D HD-177 87.0%
Davis, Austin House D HD-35 86.4%
Fitzgerald, Isabella House D HD-203 86.1%
Curry, Gina House D HD-164 85.7%
DeLissio, Pamela House D HD-194 84.8%
Kirkland, Brian House D HD-159 84.8%
Sturla, Michael House D HD-96 84.8%
McClinton, Joanna House D HD-191 83.0%
Nelson, Napoleon House D HD-154 83.0%
Sanchez, Ben House D HD-153 82.2%
Young, Regina House D HD-185 81.9%
Guzman, Manuel House D HD-127 81.4%
Howard, Kristine House D HD-167 80.6%
Kim, Patty House D HD-103 79.7%
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Representative PA Chamber Party House 
District

ACLU-PA Score
% out of 100

Briggs, Timothy House D HD-149 79.7%
Brown, Amen House D HD-190 79.3%
Webster, Joseph House D HD-150 79.2%
Shusterman, Melissa House D HD-157 76.8%
Zabel, Michael House D HD-163 76.8%
Krueger, Leanne House D HD-161 76.3%
Schweyer, Peter House D HD-22 76.3%
Solomon, Jared House D HD-202 75.6%
Delloso, David House D HD-162 74.6%
Herrin, Dianne House D HD-156 74.6%
McNeill, Jeanne House D HD-133 74.6%
Williams, Dan House D HD-74 74.6%
Bradford, Matthew House D HD-70 72.9%
Deasy, Daniel House D HD-27 72.9%
Rozzi, Mark House D HD-126 72.9%
Hanbidge, Liz House D HD-61 72.5%
Schlossberg, Michael House D HD-132 71.2%
Warren, Perry House D HD-31 69.5%
Boyle, Kevin House D HD-172 68.4%
Davis, Tina House D HD-141 67.8%
Freeman, Robert House D HD-136 67.8%
Harkins, Patrick House D HD-1 67.8%
Merski, Bob House D HD-2 67.8%
Samuelson, Steve House D HD-135 67.8%
Conklin, Scott House D HD-77 67.6%
Welby, Thom House D HD-113 66.7%
Guenst, Nancy House D HD-152 66.1%
Pisciottano, Nickolas House D HD-38 66.1%
O'Mara, Jennifer House D HD-165 64.4%
Carroll, Michael House D HD-118 62.7%
Mullins, Kyle House D HD-112 62.7%
Sappey, Christina House D HD-158 62.7%
Neilson, Ed House D HD-174 62.1%
Kosierowski, Bridget House D HD-114 61.7%
Driscoll, Michael* (not in office for at 
least half the scored votes)

House D HD-173 61.3%

Bizzarro, Ryan House D HD-3 61.0%
Ciresi, Joseph House D HD-146 61.0%
Galloway, John House D HD-140 61.0%
Mullery, Gerald House D HD-119 61.0%
Pashinski, Eddie House D HD-121 61.0%
Malagari, Steve House D HD-53 59.3%
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Representative PA Chamber Party House 
District

ACLU-PA Score
% out of 100

Markosek, Brandon House D HD-25 59.3%
Matzie, Robert House D HD-16 59.3%
Longietti, Mark House D HD-7 55.9%
Snyder, Pam House D HD-50 55.9%
DeLuca, Anthony House D HD-32 55.1%
Kulik, Anita House D HD-45 54.2%
Sainato, Christopher House D HD-9 50.8%
Puskaric, Michael House R HD-39 47.5%
Burns, Frank House D HD-72 44.8%
Schnee, Robert* (not in office for at 
least half the scored votes)

House R HD-116 39.4%

Jones, Mike House R HD-93 37.3%
Maloney, David House R HD-130 36.4%
Rossi, Leslie House R HD-59 36.0%
Metzgar, Carl House R HD-69 35.6%
Rowe, David House R HD-85 35.0%
Brooks, Robert House R HD-54 34.5%
Gillen, Mark House R HD-128 34.5%
Cox, Jim House R HD-129 34.0%
Gleim, Barbara House R HD-199 33.9%
Sankey, Tommy House R HD-73 33.9%
Stephens, Todd House R HD-151 33.8%
Hamm, Joseph House R HD-84 33.3%
Zimmerman, David House R HD-99 33.3%
Pennycuick, Tracy House R HD-147 32.8%
Rothman, Greg House R HD-87 32.8%
Labs, Shelby House R HD-143 32.2%
O'Neal, Timothy House R HD-48 32.2%
Polinchock, Todd House R HD-144 32.2%
Smith, Brian House R HD-66 32.2%
Thomas, Wendi House R HD-178 32.2%
Tomlinson, Kathleen House R HD-18 32.2%
Schroeder, Meghan House R HD-29 32.1%
Major, Abby House R HD-60 32.0%
Farry, Frank House R HD-142 31.0%
Masser, Kurt House R HD-107 30.9%
Nelson, Eric House R HD-57 30.6%
Ryan, Frank House R HD-101 30.6%
Armanini, Michael House R HD-75 30.5%
Borowicz, Stephanie House R HD-76 30.5%
Cook, Bud House R HD-49 30.5%
Davanzo, Eric House R HD-58 30.5%
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Representative PA Chamber Party House 
District

ACLU-PA Score
% out of 100

Delozier, Sheryl House R HD-88 30.5%
Fritz, Jonathan House R HD-111 30.5%
Gregory, James House R HD-80 30.5%
Greiner, Keith House R HD-43 30.5%
Hennessey, Tim House R HD-26 30.5%
James, Lee House R HD-64 30.5%
Metcalfe, Daryl House R HD-12 30.5%
Silvis, Jason House R HD-55 30.5%
Stambaugh, Perry House R HD-86 30.5%
Struzzi, James House R HD-62 30.5%
Warner, Ryan House R HD-52 30.5%
Wentling, Parke House R HD-17 30.5%
Williams, Craig House R HD-160 30.5%
Keefer, Dawn House R HD-92 30.1%
Bernstine, Aaron House R HD-10 30.0%
Gaydos, Valerie House R HD-44 30.0%
Rapp, Kathy House R HD-65 30.0%
Roae, Brad House R HD-6 30.0%
Kaufer, Aaron House R HD-120 29.8%
Mihalek, Natalie House R HD-40 29.8%
Brown, Rosemary House R HD-189 29.3%
Diamond, Russell House R HD-102 29.2%
Schemel, Paul House R HD-90 28.9%
Benninghoff, Kerry House R HD-171 28.8%
Boback, Karen House R HD-117 28.8%
Causer, Martin House R HD-67 28.8%
Cutler, Bryan House R HD-100 28.8%
Day, Gary House R HD-187 28.8%
Dunbar, George House R HD-56 28.8%
Emrick, Joe House R HD-137 28.8%
Fee, Mindy House R HD-37 28.8%
Flood, Ann House R HD-138 28.8%
Gillespie, Keith House R HD-47 28.8%
Heffley, Doyle House R HD-122 28.8%
Helm, Susan House R HD-104 28.8%
Hickernell, David House R HD-98 28.8%
Irvin, Richard House R HD-81 28.8%
Lawrence, John House R HD-13 28.8%
Lewis Delrosso, Carrie House R HD-33 28.8%
Mackenzie, Milou House R HD-131 28.8%
Mako, Zachary House R HD-183 28.8%
Marshall, Jim House R HD-14 28.8%
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Representative PA Chamber Party House 
District

ACLU-PA Score
% out of 100

Mehaffie, Thomas House R HD-106 28.8%
Mentzer, Steven House R HD-97 28.8%
Mercuri, Robert House R HD-28 28.8%
Mizgorski, Lori House R HD-30 28.8%
Moul, Dan House R HD-91 28.8%
Mustello, Marci House R HD-11 28.8%
Oberlander, Donna House R HD-63 28.8%
Peifer, Michael House R HD-139 28.8%
Pickett, Tina House R HD-110 28.8%
Quinn, Christopher House R HD-168 28.8%
Rader, Jack House R HD-176 28.8%
Saylor, Stan House R HD-94 28.8%
Schlegel-Culver, Lynda House R HD-108 28.8%
Sonney, Curtis House R HD-4 28.8%
Topper, Jesse House R HD-78 28.8%
White, Martina House R HD-170 28.8%
Twardzik, Timothy House R HD-123 28.3%
Grove, Seth House R HD-196 27.8%
Miller, Brett House R HD-41 27.8%
Lewis, Andrew House R HD-105 27.7%
Kail, Joshua House R HD-15 27.5%
Kauffman, Rob House R HD-89 27.5%
Knowles, Jerry House R HD-124 27.5%
Millard, David House R HD-109 27.5%
Owlett, Clint House R HD-68 27.4%
Bonner, Timothy House R HD-8 27.1%
Klunk, Kate House R HD-169 27.1%
Mackenzie, Ryan House R HD-134 26.4%
Ortitay, Jason House R HD-46 26.4%
Schmitt, Louis House R HD-79 26.4%
Staats, Craig House R HD-145 26.4%
Wheeland, Jeff House R HD-83 26.4%
Ecker, Torren House R HD-193 26.1%
Jozwiak, Barry House R HD-5 26.1%
Rigby, James House R HD-71 26.1%
Hershey, Johnathan House R HD-82 25.7%
Kerwin, Joseph House R HD-125 23.3%
Dowling, Matthew House R HD-51 17.2%
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Bill # Bill Subject ACLU-PA 
Position Bill Progress Last 

Action Bill Description ACLU-PA Issue Area
(s)

ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

HB 38
Judicial gerrymander of PA appellate 
courts [constitutional amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 11/14/2022

HB 38 is a proposed amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution that would create judicial districts for the 
purpose of electing judges and justices to Pennsylvania’s appellate courts. HB 38 would grant the legislature 
the power to draw judicial districts, subjecting appellate courts to undue influence by the General Assembly 
while injecting partisan advantage into the system. In so doing, HB 38 poses a grave threat to the separation 
of powers and to the independence of Pennsylvania’s judiciary.

Constitutional 
Amendment, Voting 

Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 38

HB 103
New felony offenses to expand 
special protections for police

Oppose Signed/Enacted 11/03/2022

HB 103 would create two new felonies for offenses against police officers. Police already have special 
protections that punish people more severely when they’re assaulted, and prosecutors already have all the 
tools they need to charge offenses against police. Moreover, the communicable disease provision in HB 103 
could be weaponized broadly against civilians, including those engaged in First Amendment protected 
speech, protest, or assembly.

Criminal Justice, 
LGBQ&T Rights, Police 

Practices

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 103

HB 118
Mandatory disposition of fetal 
remains

Oppose Crossed Over 10/25/2022

HB 118 would mandate hospitals or clinics to arrange for burial or cremation of all medical tissue from a 
miscarriage or abortion, no matter how early in the pregnancy. Current law already requires ritual disposition 
for pregnancies that end after 16 weeks. HB 118 dangerously expands the definition of a fetus, violates a 
woman's privacy, and imposes undue burdens on women, their doctors, and medical facilities.

Reproductive Freedom
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 118

HB 140
Special prosecutor for Philadelphia 
public transit

Oppose Vetoed 11/17/2022

HB 140 was originally a benign bike lane bill until a Senate amendment added a provision that would allow a 
special prosecutor to be appointed in Philadelphia to investigate and institute criminal proceedings for any 
violations occurring on SEPTA property. This was one of many politically motivated bills seeking to interfere 
with the prosecutorial discretion of the twice-elected Philadelphia district attorney.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 140

HB 146
Mandatory parole postponement 
(Markie's Law)

Oppose Vetoed 10/25/2022
HB 146, also known as "Markie's Law," would keep people needlessly incarcerated by delaying 
consideration of parole by adding a mandatory 12-24 months to a person's minimum date of release, 
depending on the offense.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 146

HB 156
Expansion of "tender years" hearsay 
exception

Oppose Signed/Enacted 06/30/2021

Pennsylvania's Tender Years Hearsay Act is a hearsay exception that allows out-of-court statements made 
by individuals 12 years of age or younger to be entered into evidence under specific conditions. HB 156 
would uniformly expand the Tender Years Hearsay Act to allow the introduction of hearsay statements made 
by people 16 years of age or younger, further eroding the due process right to confront one's accuser.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 156

HB 184
Penalty enhancement for aiding or 
causing suicide (Shawn's Law)

Oppose Signed/Enacted 09/30/2021

HB 184 would enhance the penalty for causing or aiding suicide when the person who died by suicide is 
under 18 years old or has an intellectual disability from a second-degree to first-degree felony, which is 
punishable by up to 20 years in prison. Causing or aiding suicide is already heavily penalized under current 
law and there is nothing in the bill that requires a person to know that the person is under 18 years old or has 
an intellectual disability.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 184

HB 185
Aggravated assault against people 
with disabilities (Cody's Law)

Oppose Crossed Over 09/20/2022

HB 185, also known as Cody's Law, would broadly expand the definition of assault to allow prosecutors to 
charge a simple assault against a person on the autism spectrum or with a physical or intellectual disability 
as an aggravated assault. This would add an additional *8 years* in prison to the penalty for such an offense. 
Serially expanding the aggravated assault definition undermines the critical distinctions between types of 
assault, which ensure that the punishment fits the crime.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 185

HB 231 Unlawful contact with a minor Oppose Crossed Over 05/28/2021

HB 231 adds 18 existing offenses to § 6318, which establishes the crime of unlawful contact with a minor. 
The offenses listed under Section 6318 are not unique; every crime listed is already an existing criminal 
offense, allowing prosecutors to charge two separate offenses for the exact same conduct: once under the 
existing statute and then again, separately, under § 6318. And the 18 new, duplicative offenses are each 
graded as third-degree felonies or higher.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 231

HB 246
Extending Rape Shield Law to 
human trafficking cases

Support Signed/Enacted 06/30/2021
HB 246 would apply the protections contained within Pennsylvania’s Rape Shield Law to victims of human 
trafficking, specifically prohibiting the introduction of evidence relating to the victim’s past sexual 
victimization or prior allegations of victimization at criminal trials.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 246
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Bill # Bill Subject ACLU-PA 
Position Bill Progress Last 

Action Bill Description ACLU-PA Issue Area
(s)

ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

HB 488 Failure to report a missing child Oppose Crossed Over 10/19/2021

HB 488 would create a new offense for failure to report a missing child. If a parent, guardian, or other person 
supervising a child under 18 years old fails to report the child missing after 24 hours, they could be charged 
with a third-degree felony. This duplicative offense is nearly indistinguishable from current statute and only 
further accelerates the relentless expansion of the crimes code.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 488

HB 521
Monitoring and surveillance for DUI 
offenses

Oppose Crossed Over 09/20/2022

HB 521 would create an invasive, continuous monitoring program ordered and enforced by the state and 
administered by private vendors for those with even a single DUI conviction and no prior offenses. It permits 
courts to impose surveillance as a condition of probation, parole, and bail, while threatening to 
unconstitutionally require people to pay the cost of this surveillance before being convicted of any crime. HB 
521 also invites overly punitive jail sentences for minor traffic offenses.

Criminal Justice, Privacy 
& Surveillance

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 521

HB 711
Electronic filing of campaign finance 
reports

Support Crossed Over 06/29/2022

HB 711 would require the PA Department of State to establish a campaign finance reporting system that 
allows candidates and political committees the option to file online. The bill would also create a standardized 
process for filing and contingency plans with clearly outlined rules for e-filing. This is a commonsense 
upgrade to PA's campaign finance filing and disclosure system, which would increase transparency while 
decreasing bureaucratic inefficiencies.

Open Government, 
Voting Rights

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

HB 711

HB 773
Increased penalties for DUI offenses 
(Deana's Law)

Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

HB 773, also known as “Deana’s Law,” would impose mandatory consecutive sentences for DUI offenses to 
be served consecutive to any other sentence imposed by the court. HB 773 would also create a penalty 
enhancement (punishable by 5-10 years in prison and up to $25,000 in fines) simply for refusing to take a 
breath or chemical test.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 773

HB 822 Recall elections in Philadelphia Oppose Passed Committee 11/10/2021

HB 822 is a proposed amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution that would permit recall elections for an 
elected officer in a city or county of the first class (i.e., Philadelphia) without requiring that a public official can 
only be removed for cause. This would carve out Philadelphia elected officials as the only officials who can 
be whimsically recalled without cause or due process—and likely at a significant cost.

Due Process, Open 
Government, Voting 

Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 822

HB 904 6-week abortion ban Oppose Passed Committee 09/20/2021

HB 904 would amend the Abortion Control Act to prohibit abortion at roughly six weeks. Under current law, a 
woman can obtain an abortion at any time up to 24 weeks after her last menstrual period. Any violation 
would be graded as a felony of the third degree, punishable by up to seven years in prison and fines of up to 
$15,000. HB 904 would effectively ban abortion entirely in PA and is therefore brazenly unconstitutional.

Criminal Justice, 
Reproductive Freedom

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 904

HB 940
New offenses for injury to police 
animals (Titan's Law)

Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

HB 940 removes the mens rea requirement necessary to convict a person of injuring or killing a police animal 
and then creates two new "unintentional" offenses: recklessly injuring or killing a police animal and holding 
someone criminally culpable when a police animal is injured or killed while the person is engaged in the 
commission of a felony. These are unnecessary, duplicative offenses and dangerously lower the threshold for 
criminal convictions.

Criminal Justice, Police 
Practices

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 940

HB 972
Banning trans girls from school 
sports

Oppose Vetoed 07/08/2022
HB 972 would ban transgender girls and women from participating on athletic teams or in sports from K-
college. Trans youth have the right to participate in sports consistent with who they are and denying them 
that right is blatantly unconstitutional and discriminatory.

LGBQ&T Rights, Student 
& Youth Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 972

HB 975 Criminalizing consensual sex Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

HB 975 would add caretakers to the list of people who can be charged with institutional sexual assault, 
making it a third-degree felony for an employee to have any kind of sexual contact, including consensual sex, 
with a person who receives care, services, or treatment in or from a facility. This bill recklessly expands this 
offense and infantilizes the elderly and those with physical disabilities by assuming they are incapable of 
engaging in consensual sexual activity.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 975

HB 987
In licensing of drivers, further 
providing for suspension of 
operating privilege.

Support Signed/Enacted 11/03/2022

During the 2017-2018 session, HB 163 repealed the law permitting the automatic suspension of driver's 
licenses for drug-related and other non-traffic convictions. HB 987 would apply that law retroactively, 
allowing people with prior convictions to get their driver's licenses back without having to pay a 
reinstatement fee. This bill would ensure that the reforms made by HB 163 apply to everyone. Furthermore, 
HB 987 eliminates some additional offenses that currently lead to license suspensions.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
HB 987

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=488
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-488-failure-report-missing-child
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-488-failure-report-missing-child
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-488-failure-report-missing-child
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=521
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-521-monitoring-and-surveillance-dui-offenses
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-521-monitoring-and-surveillance-dui-offenses
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-521-monitoring-and-surveillance-dui-offenses
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=711
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-711-electronic-filing-campaign-finance-reports
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-711-electronic-filing-campaign-finance-reports
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-711-electronic-filing-campaign-finance-reports
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=773
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-773-increased-penalties-dui-offenses-deanas-law
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-773-increased-penalties-dui-offenses-deanas-law
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-773-increased-penalties-dui-offenses-deanas-law
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=822
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-822-recall-elections-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-822-recall-elections-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-822-recall-elections-constitutional-amendment
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=904
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-904-six-week-abortion-ban
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-904-six-week-abortion-ban
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-904-six-week-abortion-ban
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=940
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-940-new-offenses-injuring-police-animals-titans-law
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-940-new-offenses-injuring-police-animals-titans-law
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-940-new-offenses-injuring-police-animals-titans-law
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=972
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-972-banning-trans-girls-school-sports
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-972-banning-trans-girls-school-sports
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-972-banning-trans-girls-school-sports
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=975
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-975-criminalizing-consensual-sex
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-975-criminalizing-consensual-sex
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-975-criminalizing-consensual-sex
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=987
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-987-retroactive-reinstatement-drivers-licenses
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-987-retroactive-reinstatement-drivers-licenses
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-987-retroactive-reinstatement-drivers-licenses


ACLU-PA 2021-2022 Legislative Scorecard ACLU-PA Scored Legislation

3

Bill # Bill Subject ACLU-PA 
Position Bill Progress Last 

Action Bill Description ACLU-PA Issue Area
(s)

ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

HB 1093
Penalty enhancement for theft of 
container

Oppose Crossed Over 09/15/2022

HB 1093 would increase the penalty for removing any container from the premises of a retailer, delivery 
vehicle, or store from a summary offense—punishable by up to $300 in fines or 90 days imprisonment—to a 
misdemeanor of the third degree—punishable by up to 1 year in prison and a $2,500 fine. This would create 
a duplicative crime & would disproportionately affect people experiencing homelessness, including women 
fleeing domestic violence, people with mental health challenges & veterans.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 1093

HB 1095 Mandatory life for fetal homicide Oppose Crossed Over 06/09/2021

HB 1095 would add third-degree murder of a pregnant woman to offenses that receive mandatory life 
imprisonment. The ACLU-PA uniformly opposes mandatory minimum sentences. Mandatory minimums take 
power and discretion from judges and give unreviewable power to prosecutors. Mandatory life sentences are 
particularly obscene, since they don’t even pretend to deter crime or reduce recidivism. They are purely a 
retributive punishment.

Criminal Justice, 
Reproductive Freedom

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 1095

HB 1096
Civil action in human trafficking 
cases

Support Crossed Over 04/06/2022

HB 1096 would add a venue for a statutory civil action in human trafficking lawsuits. Currently, an individual 
who is a victim of trafficking may bring an action in the court of common pleas where the individual resides. 
HB 1096 would also allow those actions to be brought in the court of common pleas where any of the 
alleged violations occurred.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
HB 1096

HB 1118
Requiring a fiscal note for all public 
debt ballot questions

Support Passed Committee 12/13/2021

HB 1118 would require a fiscal note to be provided for all public debt questions put to the voters via ballot 
referendum. Currently, when a referendum question appears on the ballot, very little—if any—financial 
impact information is provided to the public to allow them to make a fully informed decision about how the 
borrowed money will be used and what the financial impact on the Commonwealth will be for such 
borrowing.

Open Government, 
Voting Rights

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

HB 1118

HB 1130 Expanding Megan's Law registry Oppose Crossed Over 05/28/2021

HB 1130 would add three trafficking offenses to the Megan's Law registry, including non-sexual offenses. 
The registry is uniquely invasive and comes with dire and enduring collateral consequences—severe civil 
punishment imposed after serving a sentence. It is also ineffective punishment, as Megan’s Law has showed 
no demonstrable effect in reducing sexual re-offenses and no effect on reducing the number of victims 
involved in sexual offenses.

Criminal Justice, Privacy 
& Surveillance

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 1130

HB 1201
Changing how constitutional 
amendments are prepared for the 
ballot

Oppose Passed Committee 04/25/2022

HB 1201 would give the legislature sole authority over how proposed constitutional amendments are 
presented to the public, including drafting of the ballot question and preparing the plain English description 
of the amendment. By shifting these responsibilities to a legislative agency, HB 1201 would eliminate the 
checks and balances in the process, giving the legislature wide latitude to control the drafting and public 
messaging on all amendments presented to voters.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 1201

HB 1300 Voting and elections restrictions Oppose Vetoed 06/30/2021

HB 1300 would make numerous changes to the Elections Code, many of which would restrict voting and 
elections provisions, including (but not limited to): requiring voter ID; requiring signature match verification, 
eliminating the permanent mail voting list; moving the registration deadline to 30 days before Election Day 
(from 15 days); moving the mail ballot request deadline to 15 days before Election Day (from 7 days); and 
opening drop boxes only when staffed by two inspectors.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 1300

HB 1393 Legalizing fentanyl test strips Support Signed/Enacted 11/03/2022

HB 1393 would amend the Controlled Substance Act to explicitly exclude fentanyl test strips for personal 
use from the definition of drug paraphernalia. As fentanyl is increasingly being added to heroin to increase its 
potency—often without the knowledge of those who use it—overdose deaths continue to rise. By legalizing 
fentanyl test strips for personal use, HB 1393 would help those in the grip of addiction avoid a potentially 
deadly overdose without fear of facing criminal charges.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
HB 1393

HB 1482 Post-election audits Oppose Passed Committee 09/19/2022

HB 1482 would codify provisions that mirror sham ballot reviews and would grant excessive election–related 
authority and discretion to the Auditor General. As such, HB 1482 follows a national legislative playbook that 
reinforces a lack of trust in election administration at both the county and state levels and aims to shift power 
away from election officials and place it under the authority of another body, agency, or office.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 1482

HB 1500
Abortion ban following fetal 
diagnosis

Oppose Crossed Over 10/26/2022
HB 1500 would unconstitutionally prohibit terminating a pregnancy following a fetal diagnosis of Down 
syndrome. Any person violating this provision could be charged with a third-degree felony.

Criminal Justice, 
Reproductive Freedom

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 1500
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(s)

ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

HB 1546
Criminal penalties for sharing public 
officials' information

Oppose Signed/Enacted 11/17/2022
HB 1546 would create a new assault offense that prohibits the sharing of "restricted personal information" of 
39 public officials. The bill poses an unnecessary, unjustifiable, and likely unconstitutional expansion of 
protections that would hold people criminally liable for perceived future harm committed by someone else.

Criminal Justice, Open 
Government, Police 
Practices, Privacy & 

Surveillance

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 1546

HB 1587
Imposing mandatory minimums and 
eroding pretrial detention protections

Oppose Passed Committee 09/12/2022

In addition to imposing archaic, harmful, and demonstrably ineffective mandatory minimum sentences, HB 
1587 proposes flatly unconstitutional changes to our bail system that are astonishingly hostile to the 
principles that undergird our criminal legal system, specifically those that protect the presumption of 
innocence and prohibit punishment before trial.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 1587

HB 1590
Presumptive minimum sentences for 
gun-related offenses

Oppose Passed Committee 09/13/2022

HB 1590 would impose “presumptive guidelines” within the PA Sentencing Guidelines when a gun is 
possessed during a crime of violence or drug offense or when a person is prohibited from possessing a gun. 
Gun-related offenses are already heavily criminalized and deadly weapon enhancements are numerous in the 
Guidelines. What PA does not need is another mandatory scheme, further contributing to mass incarceration 
while exacerbating racial and economic disparities within our criminal legal system.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 1590

HB 1596
Voter ID and changes to election 
authority [constitutional amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 10/24/2022

HB 1596 is a proposed amendment to the constitution that would make several changes to Pennsylvania's 
elections, including requiring voter ID. Many of the proposed changes under HB 1596 do not require 
amending the constitution. Changes to how elections are administered can, and should be, changes that are 
legislatively enacted by amending the Election Code. Legislating by constitutional amendment is a 
dangerous precedent and brazen end-run around our system of checks and balances.

Constitutional 
Amendment, Voting 

Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 1596

HB 1663 Voting machine manufacturing Oppose Passed Committee 04/25/2022

HB 1663 would require that voting machines be manufactured in the U.S. and sold by a vendor with a 
primary place of business within the U.S. If enacted, HB 1663 would take effect in 60 days. Without knowing 
which machines are used in each of the 67 counties in the commonwealth, HB 1663 may result in 
widespread decertification of non-compliant voting machines and require counties to purchase new 
machines, often prohibitively expensive for counties.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 1663

HB 1737 Compelled drug screening Oppose Crossed Over 03/30/2022

HB 1737 would allow county children and youth services (CYS) agencies to obtain court orders to compel 
parents to undergo drug and alcohol testing during child welfare investigations. HB 1737 does not include a 
requirement that a CYS agency have probable cause to believe that an act of child abuse or neglect has 
occurred and that drug testing the parent will reveal evidence relating to such abuse. Without probable 
cause, HB 1737 proposes an unconstitutional intrusion on parents’ privacy rights.

Due Process, Privacy & 
Surveillance

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 1737

HB 1800
Omnibus voting and elections 
changes

Oppose Passed Committee 09/19/2022
HB 1800 is an omnibus bill that would introduce significant changes to the Pennsylvania Election Code. 
While there are certainly some provisions in HB 1800 that the ACLU-PA would support, the bill contains 
numerous problematic changes that we would oppose.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 1800

HB 1836
Creating new offense of 'child 
torture'

Oppose Passed Committee 12/14/2021

HB 1836 would create a new offense of 'child torture' applicable to persons under 18, graded as a felony of 
the first or third degree. The offense is defined by 12 courses of conduct that are already heavily criminalized 
and easily chargeable under numerous existing criminal statutes. This bill only serves to cast a wider carceral 
net that invites selective enforcement by police and and serial overcharging by prosecutors.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 1836

HB 1910
Limiting judicial rule-making 
authority [constitutional amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 06/20/2022

HB 1910 is a proposed amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution that would limit the rule making 
authority of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. HB 1910 is a legislative attempt to undermine court rules and 
the separation of power between the branches. The procedural conflict it invites would not only be disruptive 
and chaotic, but could also threaten the constitutional protections enshrined in the court’s current rules.

Constitutional 
Amendment, Criminal 
Justice, Due Process

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 1910

HB 1929
Eliminating automatic knives from 
offensive weapon definition

Support Signed/Enacted 11/03/2022

HB 1929 would eliminate the antiquated criminalization of automatic knives in PA. § 908 currently prohibits 
individuals from repairing, selling, dealing, using or possessing an “offensive weapon.” This definition 
includes many dangerous weapons, but also includes knives used for recreational or work purposes. HB 
1929 would remove automatic knives from this definition, thereby removing the opportunity for prosecutors 
to criminally charge people for merely using or possessing such a knife.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
HB 1929
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https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1800-omnibus-voting-and-elections-changes
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1800-omnibus-voting-and-elections-changes
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1800-omnibus-voting-and-elections-changes
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1836
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1836-creating-new-offense-child-torture
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1836-creating-new-offense-child-torture
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1836-creating-new-offense-child-torture
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1910
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1910-limiting-judicial-rule-making-authority-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1910-limiting-judicial-rule-making-authority-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1910-limiting-judicial-rule-making-authority-constitutional-amendment
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1929
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1929-eliminating-automatic-knives-offensive-weapon-definition
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1929-eliminating-automatic-knives-offensive-weapon-definition
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1929-eliminating-automatic-knives-offensive-weapon-definition
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Action Bill Description ACLU-PA Issue Area
(s)

ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

HB 2032
Exemption for failure to report 
injuries resulting from sexual assault

Support Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

HB 2032 would resolve a conflict between current law and Sexual Assault Testing and Evidence Collection 
Act (Act 29 of 2019) by creating an exception for failure to report injuries in sexual assault cases where the 
victim wishes to remain anonymous. This is a reasonable and justifiable proposal to decriminalize failure to 
report injuries by victims whose privacy is already protected under Act 29.

Criminal Justice, Privacy 
& Surveillance

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

HB 2032

HB 2039
Notification and comment at bail 
hearings

Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

HB 2039 would amend the PA Crime Victims Act to require that alleged victims are notified of and have an 
opportunity to comment at bail hearings, allowing bail hearings to be treated more like criminal trials. As a 
result, HB 2039 would create delays in bail hearings, permit prejudicial information to unduly influence bail 
determinations, deprive defendants of their due process rights, and undermine the presumption that the 
defendant is innocent until proven guilty.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 2039

HB 2044
Prohibiting third-party election 
funding

Oppose Crossed Over 06/14/2022

HB 2044 would prohibit the use of private donations or contributions for operating elections, employing staff, 
selecting and equipping a polling place, or for use in voter education or outreach. Because the legislature 
has repeatedly failed to properly fund elections, and counties are desperate to have the resources they need 
to run fair elections and to do so safely during a pandemic, these grants patched a critical funding gap.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2044

HB 2046 Undermining community bail funds Oppose Crossed Over 11/19/2021

HB 2046 would amend current law to redefine "bail bondsman" in a way that would require community bail 
funds to function as professional bail bonds companies, with all the attendant licensing requirements. Those 
requirements would almost certainly limit what community bail funds can do and would risk putting some out 
of business altogether.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2046

HB 2066
Consolidating judicial branch 
operations

Oppose Passed Committee 06/15/2022

HB 2066 would require the judicial branch to consolidate its operations in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia to the 
Judicial Center in Harrisburg. Closing all judicial offices outside the city of Harrisburg would limit public 
access to our courts and would disproportionately affect those who benefit from this access the most, 
including low-income people, people with disabilities, those with child care needs, or anyone else who 
cannot readily travel across the state for an appellate court hearing.

Open Government
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2066

HB 2069
Undermining executive branch 
regulatory authority [constitutional 
amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 09/19/2022

HB 2069 would amend Article III, Section 9 of the PA Constitution to eliminate the ability of the governor to 
veto resolutions that disapprove of executive branch regulations. PA's regulatory process is arduous and 
gives legislators numerous opportunities to influence and shape regulatory decisions. Allowing the legislature 
to strike down any regulation by a simple majority vote would undermine the balance of power between the 
branches, while turning complex decisions into political footballs.

Constitutional 
Amendment, LGBQ&T 
Rights, Reproductive 
Freedom, Student & 

Youth Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 2069

HB 2070
Imposing a 21-day limit on all 
executive orders [constitutional 
amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 09/19/2022

HB 2070 would add a new section to Article IV of the PA Constitution to require that any executive order or 
proclamation issued by the governor can only remain in effect for 21 days, after which point it can only be 
extended by a concurrent resolution of the General Assembly. This is yet another attempt to undermine the 
ability of the executive branch to function independently and separately from the legislature.

Constitutional 
Amendment, Criminal 

Justice, LGBQ&T Rights, 
Police Practices, 

Reproductive Freedom, 
Student & Youth Rights, 

Voting Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 2070

HB 2106
Mandatory jail for driving on a 
suspended license

Oppose Passed Committee 06/20/2022

HB 2016 would reinstate a long-standing mandatory jail sentence for driving on a suspended license if the 
license is suspended for DUI reasons. Automatically throwing every person in jail for more than two months 
for a first offense of driving on a suspended license is unnecessarily harmful and would trigger an array of 
collateral consequences. And like all mandatory sentences, it takes away the sentencing discretion that 
should be vested in the court.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2106

HB 2125
Removing 'homosexuality' from the 
Crimes Code

Support Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

HB 2125 would remove references to the term “homosexuality” within definitions of prohibited sexual acts in 
the Crimes Code, which references homosexuality in outdated and offensive ways. This prejudicial language 
has no place in our laws, and removing those references will not expand or alter the offense definitions 
amended under HB 2125.

Criminal Justice, 
LGBQ&T Rights

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

HB 2125

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2032
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2032-exemption-failure-report-injuries-resulting-sexual-assault
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2032-exemption-failure-report-injuries-resulting-sexual-assault
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2032-exemption-failure-report-injuries-resulting-sexual-assault
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2039
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2039-notification-and-comment-bail-hearings
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2039-notification-and-comment-bail-hearings
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2039-notification-and-comment-bail-hearings
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2044
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2044-prohibiting-third-party-election-funding
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2044-prohibiting-third-party-election-funding
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2044-prohibiting-third-party-election-funding
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2046
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2046-undermining-community-bail-funds
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2046-undermining-community-bail-funds
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2046-undermining-community-bail-funds
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2066
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2066-consolidating-judicial-branch-operations
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2066-consolidating-judicial-branch-operations
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2066-consolidating-judicial-branch-operations
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2069
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2069-undermining-executive-branch-regulatory-authority-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2069-undermining-executive-branch-regulatory-authority-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2069-undermining-executive-branch-regulatory-authority-constitutional-amendment
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2070
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2070-imposing-21-day-limit-all-executive-orders-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2070-imposing-21-day-limit-all-executive-orders-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2070-imposing-21-day-limit-all-executive-orders-constitutional-amendment
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2106
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2106-mandatory-jail-driving-suspended-license
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2106-mandatory-jail-driving-suspended-license
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2106-mandatory-jail-driving-suspended-license
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2125
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2125-removing-homosexuality-crimes-code
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2125-removing-homosexuality-crimes-code
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2125-removing-homosexuality-crimes-code
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(s)

ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

HB 2157
Increased and mandatory penalties 
for fireworks violations

Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

HB 2157 would establish mandatory minimum fines for existing fireworks violations as well as four new 
suboffenses with enhanced grading and mandatory minimum fines for each type of violation, all under Title 3 
(Agriculture) rather than under Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses). This kind of overly punitive response—for 
violating restrictions on the use or sale of fireworks, no less—undermines judicial discretion, widens 
Pennsylvania’s carceral net, and, at best, offers hollow promises of deterrence.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2157

HB 2174
Removing ARD as a basis for a 
founded child abuse report

Support Crossed Over 11/14/2022

HB 2174 would update current law to reflect a recent PA Supreme Court ruling prohibiting acceptance into 
an accelerated rehabilitative disposition program (ARD) as a basis for designating a report of suspected child 
abuse as “founded.” Because ARD is not an adjudication nor an admission of guilt, the bill would instead 
designate such reports as “indicated" when they are substantiated based upon acceptance into ARD.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

HB 2174

HB 2207
Changes to PA redistricting process 
[constitutional amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 10/26/2022

HB 2207 would amend the PA Constitution to change how PA's election maps are drawn. HB 2207 claims to 
create a "citizen's commission" responsible for drawing election district maps. But instead of reforming the 
redistricting process to allow voters to choose their representatives (rather than lawmakers choosing their 
voters), HB 2207 would make the problem worse by setting up a sham commission that leaves the real 
power in the hands of the majority party in each chamber of the General Assembly.

Constitutional 
Amendment, Voting 

Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 2207

HB 2238
Term limits for Philadelphia district 
attorney

Oppose Crossed Over 05/03/2022

HB 2238 would impose term limits on one DA among the 67 in the commonwealth, which is arbitrary and 
further complicates PA's already fragmented system of local government. Additionally, the ACLU opposes 
limitations on the number of terms an elected official may serve. Such limitations infringe on the right of 
candidates to a place on the ballot and on the right of citizens to vote for persons of their choice. This 
applies to all branches of government at all levels.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2238

HB 2271
Sentencing enhancements for sexual 
extortion (Lindsey's Law)

Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

HB 2271, also known as Lindsey's Law, would require the Sentencing Commission to create an additional 
enhancement for people convicted of sexual extortion if the complainant attempts or dies by suicide within 
90 days of the extortion. This bill creates a duplicative penalty, already covered by a law just enacted in 
2021. Prosecutors have all the tools they need in our Crimes Code to punish people many times over without 
creating more duplicative and unnecessary offenses.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2271

HB 2276
Creating a new offense for 
concealing the death of a child

Oppose Passed Committee 09/13/2022

HB 2276 would combine two existing misdemeanor offenses—18 § 4303 (concealing the death of a child) 
and 18 § 5510 (abuse of corpse)—to create a new second-degree felony offense, punishable by up to 10 
years imprisonment and $25,000 in fines. Creating new, duplicative offenses only serves to expand 
prosecutorial power to stack charges, which results in coercive plea deals, longer periods of incarceration, 
and never-ending increases to Pennsylvania’s $3 billion+ corrections budget.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2276

HB 2290 Catalytic converter theft Oppose Passed Committee 09/12/2022

HB 2290 would amend 18 § 3935.1 to expand the definition of secondary metal to include “catalytic 
converter.” Stealing a catalytic converter would already be covered under a nearly identical existing 
offense—§ 3934. Theft from a motor vehicle. In other words, HB 2290 would expand the definition of one 
offense to make it nearly identical to an existing offense. Creating duplicative offenses expands prosecutorial 
power, which, in turn, feeds our mass incarceration system.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2290

HB 2344
Authorizing body cameras for state 
parole agents

Oppose Passed Committee 07/06/2022

The ACLU-PA typically supports body worn cameras for law enforcement officers. But since body cam 
footage is excluded from PA's Right to Know Law, any benefits of transparency or accountability are minimal 
to non-existent. More importantly, parole agents are *not* law enforcement; they supervise people released 
from prison. In that role, they routinely enter people’s homes without permission and giving agents body 
cams therefore raises serious privacy, surveillance, and Fourth Amendment concerns.

Criminal Justice, Privacy 
& Surveillance

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 2344

HB 2449
Public posting of legislative expense 
reports

Support Crossed Over 05/03/2022
HB 2449 would require legislative expenses to be publicly posted online on a quarterly basis. Making these 
expenses publicly accessible would provide increased transparency and greater accountability for how 
elected officials and other legislative entities spend public funds.

Open Government
ACLU-PA 

Support of HB 
2449

HB 2471
Special expedited public records 
process for elected officials

Oppose Passed Committee 06/27/2022

HB 2471 would create a special expedited process for open records requests and appeals made by elected 
officials, which would all but guarantee sloppy, incomplete, and ill-considered appeals decisions. And there 
is no justifiable public interest reason to give elected officials special preference in receiving Right-to-Know 
responses. Legislators have better tools to get and access public information and as such, are already 
working at an advantage compared to other Pennsylvanians.

Open Government
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
HB 2471

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2157
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2157-increased-and-mandatory-penalties-fireworks-violations
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2157-increased-and-mandatory-penalties-fireworks-violations
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2157-increased-and-mandatory-penalties-fireworks-violations
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2174
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2174-removing-ard-basis-founded-child-abuse-report
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2174-removing-ard-basis-founded-child-abuse-report
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2174-removing-ard-basis-founded-child-abuse-report
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2207
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2207-changes-pa-redistricting-process-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2207-changes-pa-redistricting-process-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2207-changes-pa-redistricting-process-constitutional-amendment
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2238
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2238-term-limits-philadelphia-district-attorney
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2238-term-limits-philadelphia-district-attorney
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2238-term-limits-philadelphia-district-attorney
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2271
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2271-sentencing-enhancements-sexual-extortion-lindseys-law
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2271-sentencing-enhancements-sexual-extortion-lindseys-law
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2271-sentencing-enhancements-sexual-extortion-lindseys-law
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2276
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2276-creating-new-offense-concealing-death-child
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2276-creating-new-offense-concealing-death-child
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2276-creating-new-offense-concealing-death-child
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2290
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2290-catalytic-converter-theft
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2290-catalytic-converter-theft
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2290-catalytic-converter-theft
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2344
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2344-authorizing-body-cameras-state-parole-agents
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2344-authorizing-body-cameras-state-parole-agents
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2344-authorizing-body-cameras-state-parole-agents
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2449
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2449-public-posting-legislative-expense-reports
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2449-public-posting-legislative-expense-reports
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2449-public-posting-legislative-expense-reports
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2471
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2471-special-expedited-public-records-process-elected-officials
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2471-special-expedited-public-records-process-elected-officials
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2471-special-expedited-public-records-process-elected-officials
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ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

HB 2484
Requiring financial disclosure for 
write-in candidates

Support Crossed Over 10/26/2022

Currently, only candidates who file nominating petitions are subject to removal from the ballot for failure to 
file financial disclosure documents—candidates placed on the ballot due to a write-in campaign are not. HB 
2484 would extend the requirement for filing a statement of financial interests to all candidates who appear 
on the ballot in a General Election, thereby providing voters increased transparency about candidates 
running for public office.

Open Government, 
Voting Rights

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

HB 2484

HB 2524
Limiting Right to Know requests 
from repeat requesters and 
incarcerated people

Oppose Crossed Over 09/20/2022

HB 2524 would amend Pennsylvania’s Right to Know Law (RTKL) to make several updates to the law. 
Unfortunately, two provisions in particular—designating “vexatious requesters” and limiting requests from 
incarcerated people—establish dangerous and potentially unconstitutional precedents for allowing the state 
to pick and choose to whom it responds.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process, Free Speech, 

Open Government

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

HB 2524

HB 2527
Expansion of Good Samaritan 
immunity

Support Signed/Enacted 11/03/2022

HB 2527 would expand the scope of Good Samaritan immunity provided under Act 139 of 2014 from the use 
of naloxone only (an opioid overdose reversal drug) to all opioid reversal medicines approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration so that any new life-saving drug can be accessed without penalty just as 
naloxone is today.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
HB 2527

HR 240
Resolution to impeach Philadelphia 
district attorney Larry Krasner

Oppose Signed/Enacted 11/18/2022
HR 240 proposes six articles of impeachment against Philadelphia district attorney Larry Krasner. None of 
the articles allege behavior serious enough to justify the removal of an elected public official. ACLU-PA 
Opposition to Impeachment of DA Krasner

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process, Voting Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

Krasner 
Impeachment

SB 78
Child custody proceedings 
(Kayden's Law)

Oppose Crossed Over 06/24/2021

SB 78, also known as Kayden's Law, would require an evidentiary hearing during child custody proceedings 
to vet allegations—new or old—of abuse. The hearing requirements will likely trigger traumatic suspensions 
of contact between mothers and their children, with nearly impossible barriers to reestablish contact, both 
because the presumption of supervised visitation has no expiration date and because of the enormous 
financial penalties that can accompany a finding of a history of abuse.

Due Process
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 78

SB 106

Constitutional amendments to deny 
abortion rights, change voting and 
election procedures, and limit 
executive authority [constitutional 
amendment]

Oppose Crossed Over 07/11/2022

SB 106 proposes five separate amendments to the Pennsylvania Constitution that would: deny the right to 
abortion in PA without exception; permit the legislature to reject any executive branch regulation; require 
voter ID; shift election audit authority from counties to the Auditor General; and allow nominees for governor 
to select the lieutenant governor as their running mate.

Constitutional 
Amendment, 

Reproductive Freedom, 
Voting Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 106

SB 110
New and increased penalties for 
drug delivery

Oppose Passed Committee 04/05/2022

SB 110 would create a new, duplicative, and dangerously broad drug delivery offense under Title 18, 
permitting prosecutors to overcharge for one alleged drug offense. Furthermore, the new offense created by 
SB 110 would not be covered under the current Drug Overdose Response Immunity Act. Because this 
offense is so broad, it would make it more dangerous to report a potential overdose, further jeopardizing 
those struggling with addiction.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 110

SB 118 Expanding Megan's Law registry Oppose Signed/Enacted 11/03/2022

SB 118 would add three trafficking offenses to the Megan's Law registry, including non-sexual offenses. The 
registry is uniquely invasive and comes with dire and enduring collateral consequences — severe 
punishment imposed after serving a sentence. It is also ineffective punishment, as Megan’s Law has showed 
no demonstrable effect in reducing sexual re-offenses and no effect on reducing the number of victims 
involved in sexual offenses.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 118

SB 137 Drug Recognition Experts (DREs) Oppose Passed Committee 10/19/2022

SB 137 would add a five dollar surcharge to DUI fines, collected in a restricted account, to fund the training 
of Pennsylvania State Police officers as Drug Recognition Experts (DREs)—law enforcement officers trained 
to conduct field sobriety tests. This is a waste of money, as the PA Supreme Court prohibits the core DRE 
test from being admitted as expert testimony at DUI trials.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process, Police Practices

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 137

SB 492 Limiting access to public records Oppose Passed Committee 10/18/2022

SB 492 would amend Pennsylvania’s Right to Know Law (RTKL) to permit agencies to deny requests made 
by a party involved in litigation against that agency. By conditioning access to public records based on who 
is making the request, SB 492 would set a dangerous precedent and introduce an untested interpretation of 
how the Right to Know Law has been understood and applied since it was first enacted.

Free Speech, Open 
Government

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 492

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2484
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2484-requiring-financial-disclosure-write-candidates
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2484-requiring-financial-disclosure-write-candidates
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2484-requiring-financial-disclosure-write-candidates
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2524
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2524-limiting-right-know-requests-repeat-requesters-and-incarcerated-people
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2524-limiting-right-know-requests-repeat-requesters-and-incarcerated-people
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2524-limiting-right-know-requests-repeat-requesters-and-incarcerated-people
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2527
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2527-expansion-good-samaritan-immunity
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2527-expansion-good-samaritan-immunity
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-2527-expansion-good-samaritan-immunity
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=r&bn=240
https://www.aclupa.org/en/press-releases/aclu-pennsylvania-and-power-interfaith-join-legal-fight-against-impeachment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/press-releases/aclu-pennsylvania-and-power-interfaith-join-legal-fight-against-impeachment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/press-releases/aclu-pennsylvania-and-power-interfaith-join-legal-fight-against-impeachment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/press-releases/aclu-pennsylvania-and-power-interfaith-join-legal-fight-against-impeachment
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=78
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-78-child-custody-proceedings-kaydens-law
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-78-child-custody-proceedings-kaydens-law
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-78-child-custody-proceedings-kaydens-law
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=106
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-106-constitutional-amendments-deny-abortion-rights-change-voting-and-election
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-106-constitutional-amendments-deny-abortion-rights-change-voting-and-election
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-106-constitutional-amendments-deny-abortion-rights-change-voting-and-election
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=110
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-110-new-and-increased-penalties-drug-delivery
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-110-new-and-increased-penalties-drug-delivery
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-110-new-and-increased-penalties-drug-delivery
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=118
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-118-expanding-megans-law-registry
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-118-expanding-megans-law-registry
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-118-expanding-megans-law-registry
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=137
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-137-drug-recognition-experts-dre
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-137-drug-recognition-experts-dre
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-137-drug-recognition-experts-dre
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=492
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-492-restricting-access-public-records
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-492-restricting-access-public-records
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-492-restricting-access-public-records
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Bill # Bill Subject ACLU-PA 
Position Bill Progress Last 

Action Bill Description ACLU-PA Issue Area
(s)

ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

SB 516
Referring fines and costs to private 
debt collection

Oppose Vetoed 09/21/2021

SB 516 would allow for unpaid fines, costs, and restitution in magisterial district and common pleas courts to 
be referred to a debt collection agency when a defendant fails to appear, triggering a 25% surcharge to the 
amount owed. As a result, SB 516 is likely unconstitutional. Adding a 25% surcharge without due process 
right to a hearing is a clear infringement on a defendant’s constitutionally-protected property interest.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 516

SB 521 Invasion of privacy Oppose Crossed Over 05/26/2021
In order to criminalize "upskirting" (a behavior already punishable under current statute), SB 521would 
expand the scope of invasion of privacy under 18 Pa.C.S. § 7507.1 by selectively increasing the grading for 
adults or teachers convicted invasion of privacy from misdemeanor to felony offenses.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 521

SB 554
Increased transparency for public 
meetings

Support Signed/Enacted 06/30/2021

SB 554 would amend the Sunshine Act to require public agencies to post public meeting agendas at the 
meeting location, at the agency’s office location, and on the agency’s website no later than 24 hours prior to 
a meeting, and to prohibit an agency from taking official action on items not in the meeting agenda. This is a 
commonsense measure to ensure greater government transparency.

Open Government
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
SB 554

SB 573 Out-of-county poll watchers Oppose Vetoed 07/08/2022

SB 573 would permit any registered voter in Pennsylvania to be appointed as a poll watcher in any precinct 
in the commonwealth. Permitting Pennsylvania electors to serve as watchers in any precinct in the 
commonwealth invites people from outside county communities inside local polling locations. This change 
needlessly invites opportunities for confrontation, unfounded challenges to voters’ eligibility by out-of-county 
watchers, and, in some cases, an increased risk of voter intimidation.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 573

SB 588 Eroding double jeopardy protections Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

SB 588 would create an exception to PA’s compulsory joinder rule (Rule 110) that would allow prosecutors to 
try summary offenses separately from misdemeanor or felony offenses that arise from the same criminal 
episode. Rule 110 requires a prosecutor to bring in a single proceeding, all known charges against a 
defendant. SB 588 would create an arbitrary exception to that rule for summary offenses, thereby eroding 
constitutional protections against double jeopardy.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 588

SB 703
Expanding the definition of 
cyberstalking

Oppose Passed Committee 04/05/2022

SB 703 proposes two radical changes to how stalking is currently defined under PA law: (1) It proposes to 
eliminate the requirement that the alleged target of the harassment has any knowledge of the conduct, and 
(2) it shifts the burden of proof required to prove stalking from the defendant's intent to the recipient's 
experience. Redefining and criminalizing this kind of behavior as stalking is dangerously broad and 
excessively punitive.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 703

SB 735 Voter ID [constitutional amendment] Oppose Crossed Over 06/24/2021

SB 735 is a proposed amendment to the PA Constitution that would require every voter to present "valid 
identification" at the polls every time they vote. But SB 735 fails to clearly define which forms of ID qualify as 
“valid," which means that voters must decide whether to amend the constitution to require voter ID before 
the legislature has even defined the legal requirements for the process. Voter ID can and should be 
implemented by changing the Election Code, not by amending the constitution.

Constitutional 
Amendment, Voting 

Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 735

SB 738 Constitutional amendment tracking Support Crossed Over 09/19/2022

SB 738 would establish a useful, transparent mechanism to publicly monitor the status of the procedural 
steps required for a proposed amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution after the General Assembly 
passes the amendment in a second consecutive session and before it appears on the ballot for voters to 
approve or reject.

Open Government, 
Voting Rights

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

SB 738

SB 749
Weakening Medical Marijuana Act 
protections for workers

Oppose Passed Committee 09/20/2022

SB 749 would weaken—or even eviscerate—protections provided by the Medical Marijuana Act to workers. 
The two most problematic provisions would (1) allow employers to discriminate against people with medical 
marijuana cards who work in “safety-sensitive” positions without evidence that they are under the influence 
at work; and (2) allow employers to fire medical marijuana patients based solely on the employer’s perception 
that their use of medical marijuana adversely affects their performance.

Due Process
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 749

SB 814
Evading arrest or detention on foot 
(Wilding's Law)

Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/18/2022

SB 814 would create two new duplicative and unnecessary felony offenses: (1) prohibiting evading police 
arrest or detention on foot; and (2) harming a police animal while evading arrest or detention; resisting arrest; 
or disarming a law enforcement officer. SB 814 would criminalize the legal and constitutional right to run 
from law enforcement—an open invitation to charge young Black men and other people of color, who may 
be legally running from the police, with a felony offense.

Criminal Justice, Police 
Practices

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 814

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=516
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-516-referring-fines-and-costs-private-debt-collection
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-516-referring-fines-and-costs-private-debt-collection
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-516-referring-fines-and-costs-private-debt-collection
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=521
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-521-invasion-privacy
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-521-invasion-privacy
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-521-invasion-privacy
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=554
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-554-increased-transparency-public-meetings
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-554-increased-transparency-public-meetings
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-554-increased-transparency-public-meetings
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=573
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-573-out-county-poll-watchers
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-573-out-county-poll-watchers
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-573-out-county-poll-watchers
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=588
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-588-eroding-double-jeopardy-protections
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-588-eroding-double-jeopardy-protections
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-588-eroding-double-jeopardy-protections
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=703
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-703-expanding-cyberstalking-definition
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-703-expanding-cyberstalking-definition
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-703-expanding-cyberstalking-definition
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=735
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-735-voter-id-requirement-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-735-voter-id-requirement-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-735-voter-id-requirement-constitutional-amendment
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=738
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-738-constitutional-amendment-tracking
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-738-constitutional-amendment-tracking
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-738-constitutional-amendment-tracking
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=749
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-749-weakening-medical-marijuana-act-protections-workers
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-749-weakening-medical-marijuana-act-protections-workers
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-749-weakening-medical-marijuana-act-protections-workers
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=814
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-814-evading-arrest-or-detention-foot
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-814-evading-arrest-or-detention-foot
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-814-evading-arrest-or-detention-foot
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(s)

ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

SB 904
Permitting remote probation 
supervision meetings

Support Signed/Enacted 07/07/2022
SB 904 would permit probation officers to hold remote supervision meetings when appropriate. Probation 
officers would still be free to insist on in-person meetings, to hold unannounced meetings, or to schedule 
meetings at times that the probation officer deems necessary.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
SB 904

SB 905
Scheduling considerations for 
probation supervision

Support Signed/Enacted 07/07/2022
SB 905 would ensure that when probation officers set a supervision schedule for their clients, that they 
consider their client's work schedule and any scheduled essential medical care, when making those 
scheduling decisions.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
SB 905

SB 913 Faux probation reform Oppose Crossed Over 12/20/2021

SB 913 fails to meaningfully reform our broken probation system and changes current law in ways that risk 
making probation worse in PA by making it easier for judges to incarcerate people after revoking their 
probation and allowing judges to keep people on probation indefinitely for those who can't pay restitution in 
full. Its only solution to reducing time on probation is a convoluted and exclusionary process to terminate 
probation early—an outcome far easier to achieve under current law.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 913

SB 940
Changing how constitutional 
amendments are prepared for the 
ballot [constitutional amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 12/15/2021

SB 940 would amend the PA Constitution to give the Legislative Reference Bureau responsibility for 
preparing proposed constitutional amendments for the ballot, including drafting the ballot question and the 
plain English description of the amendment. By shifting these duties to a legislative agency, SB 940 would 
eliminate the checks and balances in the process, giving the legislature wide latitude to control the drafting 
and public messaging on all amendments presented to voters.

Constitutional 
Amendment, Open 
Government, Voting 

Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 940

SB 956
Eliminating state protection of 
abortion rights [constitutional 
amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 10/24/2022

SB 956 is a proposed amendment to Pennsylvania’s constitution that would deny the right to abortion care in 
Pennsylvania—even in cases of rape, incest, or life-threatening conditions—if federal protections are 
weakened or overturned. Without the protection of state courts, abortion could be drastically restricted, 
criminalized, or banned entirely in Pennsylvania.

Constitutional 
Amendment, 

Reproductive Freedom

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 956

SB 982
Prohibiting and criminalizing third-
party election funding

Oppose Signed/Enacted 07/11/2022

SB 982 would prohibit state and local governments from soliciting, applying for, entering into contract with or 
receiving gifts, donations, grants or funding from a non-gov't entity for election expenses. Violations would 
be criminalized as second-degree misdemeanors. SB 982 is an overreaction to county election offices that 
received nonprofit funds in 2020 to assist with COVID-related prep for the general election—funding the 
legislature failed to provide.

Criminal Justice, Voting 
Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 982

SB 1018
Mandated changes to voter 
registration records

Oppose Passed Committee 07/07/2022
The ACLU-PA certainly supports policies that prioritize making the voter registration system as secure and 
accurate as possible. But SB 1018 mandates changes to voter registration records that violate federal and 
state law, are too vague, and/or are already operational.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 1018

SB 1040
Victim notification for family 
members

Support Crossed Over 10/25/2022

SB 1040 would amend the Crime Victims Act to provide better notification to surviving family members of a 
murder victim. The bill would require law enforcement to make reasonable efforts to ensure the victim's next-
of-kin has been notified of the death before publicly releasing the murder victim's identity and medical 
personnel would be prohibited from releasing the victim's identity within 24-hours from when the next-of-kin 
was notified by either medical personnel or law enforcement.

Criminal Justice, Privacy 
& Surveillance

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

SB 1040

SB 1049
Community service in lieu of 
payments

Oppose Passed Committee 06/21/2022

SB 1049 would condemn impoverished Pennsylvanians to a “choice” between either 50 hours of involuntary 
servitude for minor traffic offenses or trying to pay money they do not have and getting their driver’s licenses 
suspended. And because SB 1049 fails to include constitutionally required due process protections, its 
provisions would compound punishment on poor people for no discernible public safety reasons.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 1049

SB 1136 Release of vital statistics information Oppose Passed Committee 10/18/2022

SB 1136 would amend PA's Vital Statistics Law to require the Department of Health to turn over information 
or data from vital statistics records to legislative service agencies upon request. SB 1136 does not protect 
the confidentiality of this information if released to one of these agencies, nor does it prohibit its release by 
those agencies to other entities. By replacing discretion with a mandate to disclose, SB 1136 creates a 
dangerous security threat to Pennsylvanians' private data.

Privacy & Surveillance
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 1136

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=904
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-904-permitting-remote-probation-supervision-meetings
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-904-permitting-remote-probation-supervision-meetings
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-904-permitting-remote-probation-supervision-meetings
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=905
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-905-scheduling-considerations-probation-supervision
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-905-scheduling-considerations-probation-supervision
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-905-scheduling-considerations-probation-supervision
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=913
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-913-probation
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-913-probation
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-913-probation
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=940
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-940-changing-how-constitutional-amendments-are-prepared-ballot-constitutional
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-940-changing-how-constitutional-amendments-are-prepared-ballot-constitutional
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-940-changing-how-constitutional-amendments-are-prepared-ballot-constitutional
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=956
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-956-eliminating-state-protection-abortion-rights-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-956-eliminating-state-protection-abortion-rights-constitutional-amendment
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-956-eliminating-state-protection-abortion-rights-constitutional-amendment
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=982
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-982-prohibiting-and-criminalizing-third-party-election-funding
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-982-prohibiting-and-criminalizing-third-party-election-funding
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-982-prohibiting-and-criminalizing-third-party-election-funding
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=1018
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1018-mandated-changes-voter-registration-records
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1018-mandated-changes-voter-registration-records
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1018-mandated-changes-voter-registration-records
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=1040
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1040-victim-notification-family-members
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1040-victim-notification-family-members
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1040-victim-notification-family-members
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=1049
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1049-community-service-lieu-payments
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1049-community-service-lieu-payments
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/hb-1049-community-service-lieu-payments
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=1136
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1136-release-vital-statistics-information
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1136-release-vital-statistics-information
https://www.aclupa.org/en/legislation/sb-1136-release-vital-statistics-information
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ACLU-PA 
Bill Page

SB 1166
Limiting duration of court-drawn 
congressional maps [constitutional 
amendment]

Oppose Passed Committee 04/13/2022

SB 1166 is a proposed constitutional amendment would add a new section to Article II that will limit any 
congressional plan that is devised by a court or by a person under the direction of a court to only be valid in 
the election cycle in which the court or person directed by the court devised the congressional plan. This 
change would eliminate the incentive to draw fair maps if the parties knew that court-drawn maps will be 
time-limited.

Constitutional 
Amendment, Voting 

Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 1166

SB 1172
Expanding access to Sexual Assault 
Nurse Examiners

Support Crossed Over 04/14/2022

SB 1172 would increase accessibility to Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) by expanding Penn State 
University's SAFE-T Program. The program utilizes tele-health to ensure all victims have access to proper 
care provided by SANEs and allows for continued training, and connects examiners to a peer network. This 
would improve access, treatment, and accurate prosecution for those experiencing sexual assault.

Criminal Justice
ACLU-PA 

Support for 
SB 1172

SB 1179
Victim Address Confidentiality Act 
update

Support Signed/Enacted 07/07/2022

The Domestic and Sexual Violence Victim Address Confidentiality Act provides address confidentiality to 
those leaving an abusive relationship by providing a legal, substitute mailing address to use whenever a 
residential, work, or school address is required. Currently, the program requires that all requests be made in 
writing. SB 1179 would allow applications and supporting documents to be filed electronically.

Open Government, 
Privacy & Surveillance

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

SB 1179

SB 1191
Banning trans girls from school 
sports

Oppose Crossed Over 06/08/2022
SB 1191 would ban transgender girls and women from participating on athletic teams or in sports from K-
college. Trans youth have the right to participate in sports consistent with who they are and denying them 
that right is blatantly unconstitutional and discriminatory.

LGBQ&T Rights, Student 
& Youth Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 1191

SB 1200
Requiring in-person delivery of mail 
and absentee ballots

Oppose Crossed Over 04/14/2022
SB 1200 would require delivery of mail or absentee ballots only to a physical person at the primary county 
office. In effect, SB 1200 would not only ban the use of drop boxes, it would also ban counties from opening 
satellite offices to accept mail-in or absentee ballots.

Voting Rights
ACLU-PA 

Opposition to 
SB 1200

SB 1208 Collecting unpaid court debt Support Signed/Enacted 11/03/2022

SB 1208 would allow counties and courts to collect outstanding court debt through private debt collectors 
without sacrificing the due process rights of indigent defendants. And by offering enhanced provisions to 
give judges and defendants greater flexibility and more options, SB 1208 would help counties focus on 
collectible debt while making it easier for some defendants to pay off their debt.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

SB 1208

SB 1277
Censoring educational and library 
resources

Oppose Crossed Over 06/30/2022

SB 1277 would require schools to label and inventory instructional materials and library resources using an 
overly broad and vague definition of “sexually explicit content”. It would impose unreasonable burdens on 
schools and may result in extreme self-censorship. And while it doesn’t outright ban or censor educational or 
reference materials, it includes an explicit invitation for schools to consider such measures.

Free Speech, LGBQ&T 
Rights, Religious Liberty, 
Student & Youth Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 1277

SB 1278 Don't say gay in PA Oppose Crossed Over 06/30/2022

SB 1278 will create dangerous confusion about what teachers, staff and students are allowed to say and 
study in school. It will limit teachers' ability to give students the education and support they need, and it will 
foster, at best, an information vacuum or worse, a hostile environment that further endangers already-
vulnerable young people. Finally, SB 1278 proposes a framework that operates like religious instruction 
attempting to masquerade as free speech–both pernicious and unconstitutional.

Free Speech, LGBQ&T 
Rights, Religious Liberty, 
Student & Youth Rights

ACLU-PA 
Opposition to 

SB 1278

SB 1292
Prohibiting county election board 
members from serving as state party 
officers

Support Passed Committee 10/18/2022

SB 1292 would amend the PA Election Code to prohibit a member or appointee of a county board of 
elections from simultaneously serving as an officer of a state political party. Holding both positions presents 
a clear conflict of interest and would only serve to undermine public trust and confidence in the management 
and oversight of elections in the commonwealth.

Open Government, 
Voting Rights

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

SB 1292

SB 1317
Establishing a statewide Indigent 
Defense Advisory Committee and 
grant fund

Support Crossed Over 10/27/2022

SB 1317 would create an Indigent Defense Advisory Committee and a grant fund to support indigent 
defense. Pennsylvania remains the only state in the nation that fails to provide state-level funding for public 
defenders and instead requires that individual counties bear 100% of the financial burden to maintain their 
essential—and constitutionally required—public defense services.

Criminal Justice, Due 
Process

ACLU-PA 
Support for 

SB 1317
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